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What could be better in January than sun, warm weather, 
more sun and more warm weather!  That’s what’s in store for 
the Arboretum travelers next January as we travel to a region 
that we’ve visited before on a nine-night tour to the Gardens of 
South Florida.  Our tours in the past have stopped in Miami 
and Key West, so this year’s edition added South West Florida 
to the journey, with three nights in Naples, Florida.  At a time 
of the year when it’s really nice to be away from our part of the 
country, we’ve added the ambiance and great weather in 
southern Florida to offer a relaxing, post-holiday break in 2014. 
 

 
Villa Vizcaya 

 
Highlights of the tour include a visit to the Edison and Ford 
Winter Estates in Fort Myers, where we’ll have a guided tour,  
along with a nature hike in the Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary in 
Naples and a visit to the Naples Botanical Garden to start off 
our trip.  We’ll be in Naples for three nights, with our hotel 
located in the heart of the restaurant, entertainment and 
shopping district of town.  In addition, Peter Olin is lining up 
private gardens for us to visit there, as well as in Miami. 
 
We’ll then travel across south Florida on Alligator Alley to 
Miami, where we’ll spend another three nights in the Coconut 
Grove area.  Miami is home to the Fairchild Tropical Gardens,  
Villa Vizcaya and Kapong Tropical Garden, and we’ll visit all 
three along with private gardens in the area.  
 
The final leg of our tour takes us to Key West, where we’ve 
been several times before, and it’s always a great visit for the 
Arboretum.  From our hotel at the southernmost point of the 
continental United States, we’ll visit some of Key West’s most 
famous sights – the Truman Winter White House, Audubon 
House and Gardens, Hemingway House and Garden, and 
Nancy Forrester’s Secret Garden – all of which we’ve enjoyed 
on past tours to Key West.  We’ll also enjoy our tour of these 
locations using the famous Key West Historical Trolley, from 
which we’ll have a tour of Key West followed by visits to the 
various houses and gardens on the Trolley. 

We’ll be in Key West on the weekend ending their annual 
Food and Wine Festival, so there’ll be much happening in Key 
West when we’re not touring.  
 
One of the highlights of our tour is our first visit to the Edison 
and Ford Winter Estates in Fort Myers, 20 acres of historical 
buildings, historic gardens, the Edison Botanic Research Lab 
and the Edison Ford Museum.  The Edison Ford Museum has 
hundreds of inventions, artifacts and special exhibits.   
 
Corkscrew Swamp in Naples is a bird and wildlife sanctuary 
near Naples, with over 13,000 acres offering an opportunity to 
view birds and some wildlife in their natural habitat, as there is 
a boardwalk for hiking, with great opportunities for photos. 
 
The relatively new Naples Botanical Garden is a great garden, 
with a collection of gardens fashioned after those in tropical 
countries in Central and South America. 
 
Since 1938 the Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden in Miami has 
assembled an outstanding collection of taxonomically 
arranged and well-documented tropical plants, emphasizing 
palms, cycads, flowering trees and shrubs, vines and fruit 
trees, a carefully orchestrated blend of science and art.  
 
Vizcaya Museum and Gardens is the former villa and estate of 
businessman James Deering, of the Deering - McCormick - 
International Harvester fortune, on  Biscayne Bay, in the 
Coconut Grove neighborhood of Miami. The early 20th century 
Vizcaya estate also includes extensive Italian Renaissance 
gardens, native woodland landscape, and a historic village 
outbuildings compound.  Vizcaya is noteworthy for adapting 
historical European aesthetic traditions to South Florida's 
subtropical eco-region. 
 
And finally our weekend in Key West promises not only great 
places to visit, but is combined with the week-long Key West 
Food and Wine Festival which will be in full swing when we 
arrive that weekend.   There’ll be numerous culinary and wine 
events to visit during your stay this weekend, so don’t wait – 
sign up for this outstanding trip and join the Arboretum on its 
2014 tour of the Gardens of South Florida! 
 
 
EARLY BOOKING DISCOUNT : 
Book your tour and make deposit by September 15 and 
receive a $100 per person discount off the price of the tour! 
  
 

MEMBER’S TOUR PRICE:  $2,595 Land price only*. 
Prices are per person, based on double occupancy.  Single Supplement $925.  *Airfare extra. 

Note:  Non-members of the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum add $100 to the tour cost. 
 
  



 
 
Saturday, January 18                            
Fly into Fort Myers RSW Airport Saturday afternoon to begin our tour.  
Upon arrival you’ll be met and transferred to our hotel in Naples..  
Evening dinner on own.                                                     
 
Sunday, January 19  
After breakfast transfer to Ford/Edison Estate.  We’ll have a guided 
tour with Edison Ford Horticulturists to include a walk through the 
historical gardens of the Edison & Ford Winter Estates.  We’ll also 
have a behind-the-scenes tour of the Edison Ford Propagating 
Nursery. There will be free time afterwards to explore the gardens.  
We’ll include lunch afterwards in old Fort Myers.  In the afternoon we’ll 
return to Naples to visit private local gardens. Dinner is on own.    B L  
 
Monday, January 20               
Morning visit to Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary, with time for bird-
watching, wildlife observations and photo opportunities.  After our visit 
here we stop for lunch as we head back towards Naples.  We’ll visit 
Naples Botanical Garden in the afternoon, and return to our hotel later 
in the day.  Dinner is on own tonight.                                            B L 
 
Tuesday, January 21  
Following breakfast, we drive across south Florida on what is known 
as “Alligator Alley”, Interstate 75 from Naples to Miami.  The road 
traverses the Everglades.  After arriving in Miami, we’ll stop for lunch 
and continue after lunch with a city tour of Miami.  Afterwards we’ll 
check in to our hotel in Coconut Grove.  The balance of the day is at 
leisure for you to rest and enjoy the sights and sounds of Miami.  
Dinner is on your own this evening.                                             B L 
 
Wednesday, January 22  
Depart hotel for Fairchild Tropical Botanical Garden for a morning visit 
there.  Afterwards we have a lunch at the Garden or at a nearby 
restaurant.  After lunch transfer to Villa Vizcaya, where we have a 
short guided tour of the house with time afterwards to explore the 
grounds and gardens of the estate.  Return to hotel in the late 
afternoon.  Dinner on own tonight.                                                  B L   
 
Thursday, January 23  
Today, depending on their availability time, we’ll visit some private 
gardens in the area, as well as making a visit to Kampong Tropical 
Garden nearby.  Located on Biscayne Bay in Coconut Grove. The 
Kampong contains a fascinating array of tropical fruit cultivars and 
flowering trees. The garden is named for the Malay or Javanese word 
for a village or cluster of houses. Some of the first plantings there 
came from Indo-Malaysia, brought there by Dr. David Fairchild, the 
renowned explorer/horticulturist who introduced these species to the 
United States and who owned the property in the early 1900s. The 
collections were expanded and diversified by the next owner, who 
eventually gifted the garden to the NTBG. Lunch is included, and 
dinner is on your own tonight.                                                      B L   
    
Friday, January 24  
We’ll depart our hotel this morning and travel to Key West.  Enroute 
we plan to  stop in Key Largo area for a visit to some private gardens.  
We’ll stop for lunch along the way on this storied highway, known as 
the Overseas Highway.  The 150-mile drive from Miami to Key West is 
one of the great American road trips, whisking you off the mainland 
and through the fabled Florida Keys to an island city that has been a 
refuge to writers and presidents, and our home for the next three days.  
We’ll have an evening arrival in Key West, and check into our hotel.  
Dinner is on your own tonight.  The Key West Food and Wine Festival 
will be in full swing tonight, so you shouldn’t have any problem finding 
food or drink this evening.                                                            B L  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Saturday, January 25  
Following breakfast, we visit Hemingway’s House, the Key West home 
of the famous writer followed by a visit to Nancy Forrester’s Secret 
Garden – a true rainforest and exotic garden – unique in the U.S. 
because of its frost-free status, its palm collection, and many rare and 
endangered plants and animals. Afterwards the balance of the day is 
free for you to enjoy the city and the Key West Food and Wine Festival 
at leisure.                                                                                    B  
 

 
Boardwalk at Corkscrew Swamp 

 
Sunday, January 26 
After breakfast at the hotel, we’ll be picked up by the famous Conch 
Train for a one-hour narrated tour of Key West.  After the tour, we’ll be 
dropped off at the Audubon House and Tropical Gardens for a private 
tour.  The tour explores the local history and folklore of Key West.  
You’ll also visit the lush grounds including a one-acre tropical garden.  
We’ll then walk to the Little White House nearby, where President 
Harry Truman maintained his winter residence, for another private 
tour.  We’ll then stop for lunch at the famous Kelly’s Caribbean Bar 
and Restaurant.  After lunch, we’ll continue by trolley to the famous 
Key West Cemetery, for a visit.  The Key West Cemetery is a 19-acre 
plot at the foot of Solares Hill on the island of Key West.  It is 
estimated that as many as 100,000 people are buried there, and it is 
an interesting stop.  Some newer graves are put in above-ground 
vaults, similar to the cemeteries in New Orleans, since the space for 
below-ground burials has become increasingly limited.  After our visit 
here, we make a short visit to the Key West Botanical Garden before 
we’re taken back to the hotel, where the balance of the day is at 
leisure.                                                                                   B L   
 
Monday, January 27 
Breakfast today is at the popular Banana Café, which we experienced 
on an earlier tour to Key West.  This is a great breakfast spot, and 
afterwards, we stroll back to the hotel, stopping for a visit at the Key 
West Butterfly Farm and Nature Conservancy near the hotel.  We 
check out of our hotel, and depart for the airport.  Enroute to the 
airport we make a visit to the West Martello Garden Club, near the 
airport.  Our return flights home are in the late afternoon. 
 
B = Breakfast; L=Lunch;   
 

For additional information, contact 
Jim Glad @ 

Glad To Travel 
612-802-3315 or 612-724-1915 

e-mail: gladtotravel@earthlink.net  
www.gladtotravel.com  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
Deposit due with booking:   $500 per person 
Final payment November 15, 2014 
 
Cancellation Notice  - All cancellations must be in writing.  
Cancellation fees are as follows: 
      After booking and until  
      90 days prior to departure        $500 per person 
      89-45 days prior to departure  25% of tour cost 
      44-30 days prior to departure  50% of tour cost 
      Within 30 days                             NO REFUND 
 
 
Trip cancellation insurance is recommended and available 
through Glad To Travel. 
 
 
We accept MasterCard, Visa, Discover and American Express 
Cards.   
 
 
AIR ARRANGEMENTS FOR THIS TOUR 
With enough travelers from one destination we can offer group air 
space for this tour.  However you are free to arrange your own air 
flights, but please contact Glad To Travel to discuss your arrival and 
departure times in Fort Myers and return from Key West to ensure 
your transfer between the airport and the hotel as a group.  Our 
itinerary is designed for a mid-afternoon arrival in Fort Myers, a late 
afternoon/early evening departure from Key West.  If you would like 
assistance in making your air arrangements, please contact Glad To 
Travel and we will help you with this detail and see if we can arrange 
group airfare. 
 
 
This outstanding value includes the following:  
• 3 nights hotel accommodation in Naples 
• 3 nights hotel accommodation in Miami 
• 3 nights hotel accommodation in Key West 
• Breakfast daily  
• Seven lunches 
• All touring as described in the brochure 
• Pre-departure information 
• Inclusive of taxes and service charges 
• A $200 contribution to the Arboretum 
• Tour escort from the Arboretum 
 
Not included in the tour:  
• Airfare to Key West or return from Key West 
• Gratuities to driver and guides 
• Items of a personal nature, such as laundry, telephone calls, film, 

extra meals,  etc. 
• Anything not specifically listed as included in the itinerary 
 
 
Note: Non-members of the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum add $100 
to the tour cost.  In order to qualify for the member’s price, each 
traveler must be a member of the organization.  For information on 
becoming a member of the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, please 
contact the Arboretum membership at 952- 443-1440. 
 

  
Truman Little White House

OUR HOTELS 
Bayfront Inn 5 th Avenue -- Naples, Florida 
The Bayfront Inn 5th Ave is conveniently located only steps from the 
famous 5th Ave. shopping district where gourmet restaurants, couture 
shopping, art galleries and night life await. The Bayfront is Naples' 
original downtown waterfront destination recently converted into a 
"Caribbean Chic" boutique hotel, located in the heart of Naples. 
 
The hotel maintains an elegant, tropical décor with magnificent stone 
floors, an onyx wall, numerous water features and a breathtaking view 
of Naples Bay. Here you can grab a croissant or muffin as you relax 
and unwind waterside. 
 
At the Bayfront Inn 5th Ave. you can begin your day on the relaxing 
waterfront terrace with a buffet breakfast or at our coffee cafe, while 
watching the morning sunrise and sport fisherman heading out to the 
Gulf of Mexico. 
 
Each of the 91 guest rooms and suites features a Caribbean-chic 
décor that exemplifies Naples' style and sophistication. Every element 
that calls out premium quality workmanship is abundant in additional 
luxury room amenities-from LCD flat screen televisions, luxury linens, 
and plush-pillow top mattresses to massaging shower heads, walk-in 
showers and ionic hairdryers. 
 
The outdoor amenities are just as appealing as those indoors. A 
heated pool and spa has a charming stone waterfall and is nestled 
among tropical foliage, providing a tranquil escape where guests can 
enjoy a poolside tropical drink or sunbathe. 
 
Hampton Inn and Suites -- Coconut Grove (Miami), Florida 
Experience a relaxing vacation at the Hampton Inn Miami-Coconut 
Grove/Coral Gables hotel. Lounge on sunny beaches, visit world-
renowned art centers and museums or enjoy the legendary nightlife, 
all within minutes of our hotel in Coconut Grove.  Unwind in a spacious 
guest room with a clean and fresh Hampton bed®. Discover a choice 
of thoughtful extras including large work desks and free high-speed 
internet access.  Enjoy a morning swim in the pool or re-energize in 
the modern fitness center.  Free wi-fi is included in every room. 
 
Southernmost Hotel     
Key West, Florida 
The Southernmost Hotel, which actually is the southernmost hotel in 
the continental United States, is located on the quiet end of Duval 
Street in Old Town Key West.  It has recently completed a multi-million 
dollar renovation in January, 2013. The all-new modern 118 guest 
rooms boast Caribbean elegance and an upgraded adult-only 
tranquility pool. With the recent improvements, the hotel still offers the 
no resort fee policy plus complimentary wi-fi, beach chair and pool 
towel use during your stay, and daily on-site activities. The hotel is 
located across the street from the beach and only steps away from 
many gourmet eateries, art galleries, and non-stop nightlife. 
 
 
Note:  Your donation to the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum 
supports our efforts to help less fortunate public gardens in 
other parts of the world in their plant conservation efforts. 
 

  
Fairchild Tropical Botanical Garden 


