
Media Contact: Barb DeGroot, 952-443-1459 or Judy Hohmann, 952-443-1445 
 

'Steelroots' Opening Media Opportunities 
 

Arrival of the Steelroots sculptures in mid-February - Great photo opportunity. 
Feb. 16-22 (approximate dates - call for specifics) 
Although the Steelroots exhibition won't open til April  16, the sculptures themselves - all 16 of them -  
will arrive by truck to be installed on the Arboretum grounds sometime in mid-February.  This would 
make a great visual.  
 
Thursday & Friday, April 14 & 15:  Media Tours/Interviews with Artist Steve Tobin 
The artist will be available for interviews the morning and afternoon Thursday, April 14, and during the 
morning on Friday, April 15. Contact Barb DeGroot at 952-443-1459 or degro035@umn.edu to schedule 
a time.  
 
Thursday Night with the Artist: Steve Tobin 
Thursday, April 14, 7:30-9 p.m. 
Oswald Visitor Center-MacMillan Auditorium 
Attend an evening lecture with Steelroots artist Steve Tobin. He will talk about his journey as an artist, 
and how the natural world both inspires and informs his work. You will learn about his work in glass, 
clay, bronze and steel.  (To attend as a media guest, call Barb DeGroot at 952-443-1459 or Judy 
Hohmann at 952-443-1445.) 
 
Steelroots Opening Weekend: Robust Roots Give-Away! 
Saturday & Sunday, April 16 &17, Noon-4 pm  
Marion Andrus Learning Center 
Celebrate the grand opening of Steve Tobin’s Steelroots sculptures by learning about plants with robust 
roots! Pot up a plant to take home (while supplies last).  Good opportunity for fun family photos!  
 

Ongoing Media Opportunities 
 

Weekend Family Fun: Root Labs  
Saturdays & Sundays, June – August, noon-4 pm, free 
Marion Andrus Learning Center 
For a hands-on view of roots, step through a curtain of prairie roots into the Root Lab.  Discover fibrous 
and tap roots, sprout seeds in a “root viewer” to watch their root hairs develop, and start plants by rooting 
cuttings.  Wrap up the summer when the root crops ripen by helping to harvest roots and prepare a tasty 
root snack in the Harvest Kitchen. Activities change throughout the summer with new Root Lab activities 
offered all summer long. 
 
Roots Rhythms Summer Music Series  
Free with gate admission, Outdoors on the Trex Deck.  
Monthly Sunday musical performances feature roots music 6 -7:30 pm. Gather in the evening twilight as 
local musicians perform outdoors on the Trex Deck. Bring a picnic and a blanket or share one of our 
quilts. Here's the line-up: June 19 –  Route 3 performing classic jazz, 20s to 50s swing era, Broadway 
tunes; July 17 –  Traveled Ground performing folk, blues, country & rock;  Aug.14 – Locklin Road 
performing Celtic, folk and originals.  
 

The End 


