
October 29, 2013 

Dear Master Gardeners: 

On January 1, 2014, the University of Minnesota Extension Master Gardener program will partner with the 

Minnesota Landscape Arboretum with Tim Kenny as the new state Master Gardener director. This is an exciting, 

new collaboration between Extension and the Arboretum. 

For the past two years, we in Extension have been visualizing how the Master Gardener program might best serve 

Minnesotans now and in the future while respecting the traditions of the past. Forming a stronger partnership with 

the Landscape Arboretum will provide exciting synergy and growth potential, especially in the areas of volunteer 

management and home horticulture education. 

Tim Kenny has 20 years of experience in the education department at the Arboretum developing new and innovative 

programs. He also has a B.S. in horticulture and advanced degrees in science education and public affairs with an 

emphasis in nonprofit management and governance. 

I will move to a full-time position in Extension as an educator in consumer horticulture and will focus on education 

for Master Gardeners and on developing new curriculum for home gardeners. I have always enjoyed this kind of 

work helping Extension volunteers deliver University-based research to communities. I have truly enjoyed the more 

than six years as your state director, and I look forward to doing more in Extension horticulture education with you 

for our gardening public.  

This partnership between Extension and the Arboretum will be the source of great potential for consumer 

horticulture education and will mean a bright future for the University of Minnesota Extension Master Gardener 

program. Master Gardeners should continue doing your great work, and please look for upcoming communications 

from Tim regarding his vision for the program. If you have any questions, please email mgweb@umn.edu.   

All my best, 

jw 
 

Julie Weisenhorn 

Assistant Extension Professor / State Director - Master Gardener Program 

University of Minnesota Department of Horticultural Science 

158 Alderman Hall - 1970 Folwell Ave., St. Paul, MN 55108 USA 

Office: 612-625-1925; Cell: 952-239-6608 
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